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~~! Hard Times Hit Free Press) 


By DAVID HOLMBERG —* that looked like it was valua- underground newspapers cans. 


a es ee : leh de: Star Statt Writer . ble to a newspaper” had been not coexl O°. ete 
ye ates. The peneil-serawled sign on ' wrecked, and indicated the pa- * they ar i eee ge Clas es 
the locked door of the Conncct- * per was having difficulty re- ‘the recent raid on The Free i) 
= icut Avenue office building , covering from the latest at- Press was led by Quicksilver °° . 
; said, ‘People: Free Press will } tack. "people. Such cae have oo 
: cay neat wee Wewidmnong 5 Wing a Tal, Gere aa eee 
oa new location 500n, AS yet it The editors of The Quicksil- ‘wee , Pecans ser Fats [ ut . 


unknown. Keep on —-——- —"" | Ver Times are considerably ©. 13.4 ' 
! There was in new edition of o more willing to tall about the, 0 cer a 
the Washington Free" Press '° Struggles of their competitor. | .«° ¢ m 
: last week, and it appears un-:'*-_ Quicksilver, an underground 
'Jikely there will be éhe scon, ‘Paper with an editorial tone. 
: The free-wheeling, coftrover- | similar to the Free Press, now’ 
| sial publication that usetl tobe : has a circulation of about. 
‘| Washington’s numbef’ one— § 10-15,000, but two of its editors - 
‘and only—underground news 8ay that its rise and the Free | 
‘paper “has fallen on hard - , Press’s decline are simply . 
times. : i coincidental. : a 
The paper with the stormy.:; “They started publishing. 
history of run-ins with police: ; more sporadically at the end | 
and legal hassles suffered “of last summer,” said one cdi-. 
what was apparently its big- “tor, “and we started this paper _ 
gest blow earlier this winter ‘at the beginning of the sum- 
when its Connecticut Avenuo ; mer, but their problems don’t . 
‘| offices were broken into, its |? have so much to.do with any. 
.."; files destroyed, and tables and, competition from us. The, 
_ chairs wrecked. i en ate a - afin 
. i! staff has taken off -lately—. 
etait Elnnics Police ‘tseveral of them went to 
Free Press staffers blamed , iCyba~and at the same time. 
the raid on the police. It was; the cops started _ hitting-| 
at least the third such incident |; them.” 1 
at the paper’s offices: Inthe :"; Quicksilver, which has neat, | .. 
| fall of 1968, someone set fire to 3 { spacious offices in an old 
_ | the paper’s former office at 3° house in the 1900 block of 27th |.” 
‘4 Thomas Circle, and last spring : Street N.W., guards against ,| 
‘<4 police broke into the Connecti-.. | the possibility of break-ins by. |: 
“.: cut Avenue office in search of | keeping someone in the office... 
4 papers they.claimed had been’ ;24 hours a day. When this 
:,,,, Stolen from George Washing-'.' guard has been relaxed, the | 
«3° | ton University files. __’ ‘editors say, there have been. |": 
- "| Editors and former editors {incidents of minor vandalism. ‘: 
‘ ‘of the paper are reluctant to. |. ‘The Quicksilver editors say ; 
| talk abut the status of the pa--) they: see'no. reason why: two.| ” 
‘per now, although one de ot os me 
_ scribed it as “the culmination 
a ee « Of all the pressures that have 
ota) Beem put on us in one big 
eee raid.” It has not published 
since late last year.. obo 
He : said that’ “everything 
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